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The crew of. the Hornet was mystified when sixteen Army B-25
bombers*were hoisted aboard. Land-based bombers had never before
flown a mission from a carrier deck. Not until they were well underway
did they learn the nation's biggest military secret. They were going to
bomb Japan.

"MAN YOTTR PLANES!"

On Aptil 18, 1942, the klaxon sounded with chilling urgency. The
loqd-speaker blared: "Army pilots, man your planes!"

Ropes lashing the planes to the deck weie unfastened and wheel
chocks pulled away. The Hornet's speed was increased. Her deck see-
sawed each--time her- bow bit into the waves
, The lead plane, piloted by Brig. General Jimmy Doolittle, lunged into

the gale that swept down the deck. One by one the other planes followed.

BOOSTED MORALE

No group ever undertook a more dangerous combat mission with less
chance of survival. Yet they bombed Tokyo and other targets without a
single loss to enemy fire. After the endless toll of defeats in the Pacific,
the Doolittle raid gave a tremendous boost to American morale. Above
all, it demonstrated Japan's vulnerability to air attack.

This was the first full-scale war action in which the USAAF teamed
up with the Navy.
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. Chaque pidce plastique porte un numero d'identification.

. Contr6ler que chaque pidce soit bien conlorme avant
de la coller i sa place.

. N'utilisez pas trop de colle pour rrlunir les pi6ces.

. Utilisez uniquement une colle speciale pour
polystyrdne.

. Le modele peut etre peint conformement aux photos
sur la boite.

. Laissez sdcher la peinture compldtement, avant de
manipuler les pidces.

. Grattez la peinture sur les surfaces devant 6tre collees.

. Pour assurer la meilleure adhesion possible
de la peinture et des decalcomanies, laver les pieces
de plastique avec une legere solution savonneuse.
Rinser et laisser secher A l'aire.

IALENI FOR ST'R,VTYAL

Hornet planes stung Japanese carriers and cruisers and were the first
to reach the enemy strike force at Midway. The llornethadaremarkable
talent for survival, and continued Japanese victories for a brief time left
her the only U.S. fleet carrier in the South Pacific. On October 26, 1942,
the Hornet became the victim of unrelenting attacks by enemy aircraft.
While taking hits from bombers and torpedo planes, she was divebombed
by Kamikaze (suicide planes). She was able to shoot down all but two
of the twenty-seven planes attacking her.

Later in the day, while under tow, she was hit again and the order
was.given to abandon ship. Still she did not sink. Destroyers left behind
to scuttle her were unable to do so even after firing all their torpedoes
and more than 400 shells. Finally they abandoned the fatally wounded
Hornet to Japanese destroyers who finally sent her down to the depths.

SPECIFICATIONS _ U.S.S, HORNET CV.8
Built by Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, Virginia
Launched: December14,1940
Commisioned: October 20, 1941
Length: 809'6"
Beam: 83'1"
Dlsplacement: 19,800tons
Aircmft: 85
Speed: 32-ll2 knots
Complement: 160 officers, 1,729 men

READ THIS BEFORE YOU BEGIN
. Study ihe assembly drawings.
. Each plastic part is identified by a number.
. Check the fit ol each piece betore cementing in place.
. Do no1 use too much cement to Join parts.
. Use only cement for polystyrene plastic.
. Model may be painted to match photos on box.
. Allow paint to dry thoroughly before handling parts.
. Scrape paint from areas to be cemented.
. For better paint and decal adhesion, wash the plastic

parts in a mild detergent solution. Rinse and let air dry

LISEZ CE OUI SUIT AVANT DE COMMENCER
LE MONTAGE
. Etudier les schdrmas d'assemblage.

LEA ESTO ANTES DE EMPEZAR
. Estudie los dibujos de ensamblaje.
. Cada pieza de pld*co se identilica por un ntimero.
. Verilique que cada pieza encaje bien antes de pegar
en posicion.

. No use demasiado pegamento para unir las piezas.

. Use unicamente pegamento para plastico de poliestirina.

. El modelo puede pintarse de acuerdo con las
fotogralias de la caja.

. Permita que se seque la pintura completamente antes
de tocar las piezas.

. Raspe la pintura de las superficies que serAn pegadas.

. Para una mejor fijacion de la pintura y de las
calcomanias, levense las piezas plesticas en una solucion
de detergente suave. Enjuaguense y ddjense secar al aire.
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GOLD OO RE DORADO

SI LVER ARGEI{T PLATA

0ilvE 0RA8 VERT OLIVE ACEITUNADO



1

3
PORT

<i. FoRE

rEt2l

SCRIBE LII{E



5

ropr l)

6

{ t FoR€

STARBOARD



@
58

58

@

STARBOARD ronr J>

ten

I

@
63

4
73

@

rons r)

. REMAINING AFIS UAY BE DISCAADED.

. sE oEF taE oEs PticEs FEsraNTEs.

. US PIEAS OUE SAREN PUEOEN OESCAATARSE.
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